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At Anne's desire Churchill held his conversation on her
behalf with Dykevelt. He is not responsible for her vapour-
ings to her sister, but the letter which he wrote to William
eight days after the envoy's departure represented, even at this
early date, a final decision. It could not well have been
expressed in plainer terms.

May 17, 1687

The Princess of Denmark having ordered me to discourse with
Monsieur Dykevelt, and to let him know her resolutions, so that
he might let your highness and the princess her sister know that
she was resolved, by the assistance of God, to suffer all extremi-
ties, even to death itself, rather than be brought to change her
religion, I thought it my duty to your highness and the princess
royal, by this opportunity of Monsieur Dykevelt, to give you
assurances under my own hand, that my places and the King's
favour I set at nought, in comparison of being true to rny religion.
In all things but this the King may command me; and I call God
to witness, that even with joy I should expose my life for his
service, so sensible am I of his favours. I know the troubling
you, sir, with thus much of myself, I being of so little use to your
highness, is very impertinent, but I think it may be a great ease
to your highness and the princess to be satisfied that the Princess
of Denmark is safe in the trusting of me; I being resolved,
although I cannot live the life of a saint, if there be ever occasion
for it, to show the resolution of a martyr.

Dykevelt received similar assurances from Danby, Notting-
ham, Halifax, Devonshire, Russell, and others. He saw
at the same time that there was no danger of the King
spoiling William's chances by mending his ways. He
returned to The Hague and told his many tales to William.
The future Bishop Burnet, once intimate in the councils of
the English Court,was alreadythere,independently confirming
Dykevelt's accounts. From this time forward our domestic
tension was definitely connected with William of Orange,
and he, in fact, became the head of the revolution plot.
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